



CAAST-Net stakeholder conference on Africa-Europe S&T cooperation
November 2011, Senegal
In November 2011, CAAST-Net partners will convene the second Africa-Europe conference for stakeholders on science and technology cooperation.  The event will take place in Dakar, Senegal under the auspices of the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research.  

The conference will follow the model of the stakeholder conference of November 2009 in Mombasa hosted by the Kenyan Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology.  That first CAAST-Net stakeholder conference focused on an examination of the nature and role of international S&T cooperation processes and was attended by approx. 150 participants from different stakeholder groups from both Europe and Africa.  
Building on the outputs of the Mombasa conference, the event being planned for November 2011 will seek to take as its theme a policy topic of mutual interest that is considered important for the enhancement of S&T collaboration between Africa and Europe. Taking the existing S&T policies and frameworks into account, the conference will elaborate on good practice and on chances for synergies and coherencies in science and technology. It will provide common ground for joint policy recommendations and thus support the strategic S&T policy dialogue between Africa and Europe on all levels. 
The stakeholders’ conference will probably take 1½ to 2 days and is expected to bring together approx. 100 participants from different stakeholder groups from both regions, among others representatives from the EC, AUC, AMCOST, JEG8, African Regional Economic Communities, as well as high-level policy stakeholders and scientists from European and African Member States. 
CAAST-Net proposes to hold the stakeholders’ conference in Senegal back-to-back with an FP7 Information Day, which would aim at raising awareness for the opportunities offered by FP7 for international cooperation and at fostering the participation of African scientists in FP7 projects. In addition, a networking event is also proposed to take place back-to-back with the stakeholders’ conference with the aim of connecting international cooperation projects which are funded by the European Commission under the FP7 “Call for Africa”.
For more information, please contact the CAAST-Net project coordinator (coordinator@caast-net.org).  
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