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Second CAAST-Net stakeholder conference 
on Africa-Europe S&T cooperation
November/December 2011, Senegal
Revised conference concept note for discussion among CAAST-Net partners and event host
Background:

As recognised in the Joint Africa-EU Strategy, science, technology and innovation (STI) plays an essential role in addressing global and developmental challenges, and in deepening the partnership between Europe and Africa on the basis of common interests and strengths. 

The project CAAST-Net, funded by the European Commission under the 7th EU Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development (FP7), has been developed as a high-level platform to advance international cooperation in science and technology between Europe and Sub Sahara-Africa for mutual benefit. Enhancing the policy dialogue among African and European stakeholders is one strategic activity of the CAAST-Net project. 

In support of this strategic activity the first bi-regional stakeholders’ conference was convened in November 2009 Mombasa- Kenya. This conference paved the way for improved S&T cooperation between Europe and Africa through an examination of the nature and the role of cooperation processes. The conference was attended by approx. 150 participants from different stakeholder groups from both regions. As an output of the stakeholders’ conference recommendations
 were prepared that provided substantial input to on-going cooperation dialogues, such as those taking place around the 8th partnership on Science, Information Society and Space of the Joint Africa-Europe Strategy, to give impetus to the bi-regional policy dialogue on S&T. 
Scope and objectives of the second bi-regional stakeholder conference:

Building on the results of the first stakeholders’ conference, the second conference, taking place in Senegal and provisionally scheduled for November 2011, aims at supporting the emerging high-level S&T policy dialogue between Europe and Africa by facilitating a stakeholder dialogue around a policy topic of mutual interest that is considered important for the enhancement of S&T collaboration between Africa and Europe. Following an exchange of views at the CAAST-Net project Assembly in London on 12-14 July 2011, the following conference topic is suggested for consideration by Senegal:
· Europe-Africa cooperation to foster innovation processes for finding common answers to global challenges
The successful transfer of research outputs into applications and services is a pre-requisite for economic development and for tackling global challenges confronting both Europe and Africa.  
The conference could usefully consider key aspects of the innovation system to improve linkage between science and economy (e.g. IPR rules, academia-industry relationships) on different levels (bi-regional, sub-regional, national) in order to better exploit research outputs for finding common answers to global challenges. For this purpose, the conference would draw on good practice examples, experiences and lessons learned in Europe, in Africa and in Europe-Africa collaboration initiatives within the domains of the Africa coordinated call, namely health, food security and environment/climate change, which strengthen the interface between science and the economy in order to turn research outputs into solutions to address global challenges.
Target group:
The stakeholders’ conference is expected to bring together approx. 100 participants from different stakeholder groups from both regions, among others representatives from the EC, AUC, AMCOST, JEG8, African Regional Economic Communities, as well as high-level policy stakeholders and scientists from European and African Member States. 
Date/time frame:

The stakeholders’ conference will probably take 1 ½ to 2 days. To avoid overlaps with other important EU-Africa conferences taking place in November 2011, it is suggested to hold the conference at the end of November/beginning of December, e.g. in the following time frames:

· week of 28 November - 2 December
· 8-9 December 2011

We would like to ask the Ministère de l'Enseignement Supérieur, des Universités et des Centres Universitaires Régionaux et de la Recherche Scientifique in Senegal, as the host of the conference, to consider the suitability of these dates.
� Conference recommendations in French language can be downloaded from: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.caast-net.org/xwiki/bin/download/Main/Stakeholders+Conference+2009/CAAST-NetStakeholdersConference2009-Conclusionsfrancais.pdf" ��http://www.caast-net.org/xwiki/bin/download/Main/Stakeholders+Conference+2009/CAAST-NetStakeholdersConference2009-Conclusionsfrancais.pdf�





